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	Title: The Postage Stamps of Nova Scotia
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	Nova Scotia

· Halifax was founded in 1749. The first post office was opened on 23 April 1754 in a house located on what is now approximately the end of Spring Garden Rd near Barrington St. For the cost of 1d per letter, the public could send correspondence via ship’s captains to foreign ports. (There is no indication whether mail could be received there and the PO was likely a private venture). This was the first PO anywhere in what was to become Canada. York (Toronto) did not have a PO until 1797.
· 1851 was an important year for postal affairs in the colonies of Canada, NS and NB.
· A year earlier the Imperial GPO in London which ran all postal affairs for the colonies agreed to transfer PO responsibility for NS and NB to provincial control effective 6 July 1851. Separate authority was given for the transfer of postal authority to the province of Canada effective 6 April 1851. The province of Canada under newly appointed PMG James Morris, issued its first stamp (3d beaver) on 23 April 1851.

· NS subsequently issued its first 3 stamps (the heraldic diamond-shaped series) under its newly appointed PMG Arthur Woodgate on 1 September 1851, followed by NB on 6 September 1851. (The first order of both NS and NB stamps had been shipped to Halifax from the printer in GB, so the NB stamps had to be forwarded to St John).
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	Summary of Nova Scotia Stamp Issues

· NS issued 10 different stamp denominations in total before joining Confederation in 1867. The pence stamps were engraved and printed by Perkins Bacon & Co London, while the cents were engraved and printed by the ABN in New York.

· The dates of issue shown are for the first order released to the public. Additional orders were released at later dates.

· Scott/Unitrade catalogues list 13 main numbers as they consider the slightly different shades of the 2 printings of the 3d, 6d and 1/- as separate issues.

· The catalogue number order in both Scott/Unitrade and SG does not strictly follow the date of issue, but rather the set values (i.e. 1d before 3d, 1c before 5c).
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	Design Proposal for Stamp and Canceller
· PMG Woodgate’s letter starts “As the period is fast drawing near when the reduced rate of postage is to take place in NS, and as I perceive by the Provincial Act that provincial stamps are to be provided for the convenience of the public. . . “. The reference to reduced postal rates reflects the fact that before 1851 under the GB GPO, NS postal rates were dependent on distance (eg Halifax to Windsor NS (46 mi) was 4d per ½ oz, Halifax to Montreal (812 mi) was 1/10d per ½ oz.

· Further on the letter reads “I would further suggest that the Head to be something similar to that in the margin; the field to be blue instead of red, or any other colour His Excellency would prefer.” His sketch for a proposed 3d stamp design (the new reduced rate to Canada, BNA and US) and an oval cancellation hand-drawn in red and brown ink are shown in the letter margin.

· The stamp design may have been inspired by the 1841 GB 1d or the 1848 Mauritius 1d stamp, but without a crown or wreath adorning the Queen’s head.

· The first cancellers used in NB were similar to the proposed design with a square central opening replacing the proposed diamond-shaped central opening, while the NS design additionally substituted horizontal grid lines for the vertical grid lines, possibly to make the first cancellers of the two colonies distinctive.

· Howe who had been in London the previous winter likely already had a design (the heraldic diamond-shaped stamp) approved and submitted to Perkins Bacon (the printer) in order to meet the 1 September 1851 deadline for stamps without informing Woodgate so his stamp proposal appears to have been ignored.
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	Perkins Bacon & Co., London England

· The stamp printing premises shown here were operating since 1844 with 6 printing presses. Business was good and by 1879 the operation had 38 presses. The presses were used to print both postage and fiscal stamps for GB starting in 1840 (the famous penny black) to 1880 when Perkins Bacon lost the British contract to De La Rue. Perkins Bacon also produced stamps for many British colonies, well as bank notes for various countries.

· The company went through various names as partners came and went, and by 1834 was known as Perkins, Bacon & Petch. It was renamed Perkins, Bacon & Co in 1852 after the death of partners Jacob Perkins in 1849 and Henry Petch in 1852.

· The first printing of NS pence stamps in 1851 was thus officially done by Perkins, Bacon & Petch, while the 1857 second printing was done by Perkins, Bacon & Co. after the name change.
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	1851 Invoice for First Order of 3d, 6d, & 1/- Stamps

· The stamps were ordered through Trelawney William Saunders, a London publisher, bookseller, map seller and stationer. They were printed by Perkins, Bacon & Petch, and NS was invoiced on 6 August 1851 with the stamps received in NS on 20 August.

· The £131.7.8 sterling invoice included the cost of preparing drawings, making dies, engraving and hardening 3 steel plates, the cost of paper, printing and gumming 127 sheets of stamps, as well as the cost for cancelling ink, cancelling devices, other supplies and shipping expenses.
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	Undated Invoice for Second Order of 3d, 6d, & 1/- Stamps

· The second printing of NS stamps issued in October 1857 again included only the  3d, 6d and 1/- values.

· The £44.2.1 sterling invoice included the cost of paper, printing and gumming 6,548 sheets of stamps as well as shipping expenses.

· The NS accounts for 1857 record a further payment of £120.16.1 currency for a third order of 13,750 sheets of these 3d, 6d and 1/- stamps.
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	Die Proofs

· The 3d, 6d and 1/- stamps were probably designed by William Humphries (1794-1865) and engraved by William Salter (1804-1875), though no official records remain. Humphries is known to have designed the 1d value (top) issued about 2 years later.

· It appears a master die was created containing part of the common design and that the 4 flower emblems, crowns and value tablets were then engraved separately for each value, resulting in slight differences in their appearance on each denomination.

· 6 or fewer of each of these preliminary die proofs showing uncleared corners are thought to exist.

· The uncleared corners show up as extraneous lines made by extensions of the inner frame lines into the value tablets and by poorly erased parts of the background near the inner corners of the 4 corner value tablets.
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	Announcement for First Postage Stamps

By 1857 after the second order of these stamps was received,  PMG Woodgate recommended to the NS government compulsory prepayment using stamps. The idea was slow to gain acceptance and compulsory prepayment with stamps only came into force on 1 May 1862. Without prepayment after this date, the postage was to be doubled when collected from the recipient, but this was not strictly enforced.
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	First Pence Stamps Issued in 1851

· The 3 values share a common overall design consisting of a central crown with a rose above representing England, to the left of the crown a shamrock for Ireland, to the right a thistle for Scotland, and below a mayflower, the heraldic emblem and later the official flower of NS. These are also the world’s first topical flower stamps. The stamps were printed in imperforate sheets of 160 stamps (16 horizontal rows of 10 subjects).
· Only 1 die and 1 plate were used for each value and the transfer roll used to print these 3 stamps also contained the 1/- NB stamp.

·  There are minor variations in design and font of the text among the 3 denominations. The 6d, unlike the other values has additional design lines in the words SIX, PENCE and POSTAGE. The 3d, unlike the other values, uses a serif font for the words THREE PENCE POSTAGE.

·  When issued, these diamond-shaped  values were a novelty and a world first, but are considered among the most beautiful stamps ever produced by Perkins, Bacon.
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	Some Shades of the Pence Stamps

· The shades are named as listed in the Unitrade catalogue. SG also lists 8 shades, but with slightly different names.

· The blue 3d stamps are found on paper ranging from bluer to almost white.  The stamps printed in 1857 are on whiter paper compared to those printed in 1851.

· The yellow green 6d was printed in 1851 and the dark green in 1857. Both are only found on whitish paper.

· The dull violet 1/- shade was printed in 1851, while the reddish purple and deep purple shades were printed in 1857. The 1851 printing is found on a bluer paper than the 1857 printing, which is almost white although the dyes used for these shades tend to bleed through the paper. 

· The pence stamps were superseded by the cents stamps starting in 1860. Before the remainders of the pence values were destroyed in 1862, stamp dealers could still order mint stamps from the PO. A well-respected UK philatelist (E.L. Pemberton) reported in 1874 that the mint 1/- stamps were cancelled before sale so that used 1/- stamps not on cover may in fact never have seen postal duty. (i.e. they were cancelled to order).
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	Watermark Found on Pence Values

· This rare watermark is found most often on the 1/- stamp, but is also known on other pence values. The SAUNDERS watermark together with the year appears twice on each sheet of paper which was then cut in half to create 2 panes of printed stamps.

· Thomas Harry Saunders (1813-1870) (no relation to Trelawney Saunders) was a British paper-maker known especially for his watermarks. T.H.Saunders & Co. were suppliers of postage stamps and banknotes to many countries in Europe, the British Empire and South America. T.H.Saunders' name is still a registered trademark for drawing and watercolour paper, now produced as Saunders Waterford paper at St Cuthberts Mill (UK).
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	Inspiration for Portrait on One Penny Stamp Issued in 1853

· The Alfred Edward Chalon (1780-1860) painting (left) represented the first public appearance of Queen Victoria on the occasion of her speech in the House of Lords when she prorogued the UK Parliament on 17 July 1837.
· This portrait was painted by order of the Queen to present to her mother, Duchess of Kent, Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld.

· The watercolour copy of the Chalon painting by Edward Henry Corbauld (1787-1844) was used by various engravers for several British colonial  issues such as the 1d from Nova Scotia, the 2c, 5c and 10c from New Brunswick and the 4½d from Prince Edward Island.

· Of the BNA stamps mentioned, only the 1d NS stamp was engraved and printed by Perkins Bacon in London, England.



	Slide 14
	Queen Victoria Portrait Used on One Penny Stamp

· The Chalon Head used for the NS 1d stamp (top middle) was engraved by William Humphries (1794-1865) working at Perkins Bacon & Co. London England, based  on the Corbauld watercolour (top left).
· The Perkins Bacon printing of the 1d NS stamp was not up the normal standard for their work, possibly due to the printer’s haste to print the sheets (noted as setting a record for Perkins Bacon).

· The Corbould watercolour was also used by various engravers working for various printers for some other British colonial issues such as Prince Edward Island (top right), New Brunswick (bottom three) and New Zealand (not shown).

· The different engravers involved with the stamps for NS, NB and PE produced subtly different portrait designs.
· This watercolour was not used by RWHE or ABN who used the original Chalon painting for the early QV stamps they engraved for the province of Canada.
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	1853 Invoice for the Only Order of One Penny Stamps

· The £152.18.6 sterling invoice included the cost of preparing, drawing and making the die, engraving, hardening and laying down 120 times the Queen’s Head Penny Postage Stamp for NS, the cost of paper, printing and gumming 5,000 sheets of stamps, and shipping expenses.
· This was the only order placed for 1d stamps.
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	Notice to Postmasters Announcing One Penny Stamps
· The printing of 1d stamps was first announced to Postmasters on 18 May 1853.

· The circular advises that the “penny postage labels are near ready to be issued to the public”. The choice of the word “labels” rather than “stamps” was a holdover from earlier Imperial GPO terminology. Arthur Woodgate was born in England and had been PM in Jersey before emigrating to Halifax in 1843.
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	One Penny Stamp

· The 1d was required to pay the local drop letter rate in Halifax which had started in July 1851 and after March 1854 was valid throughout NS, as well as to make up rates to foreign destinations.

· Perkins Bacon made 2 different sketches for a possible 1d designs in October 1852. They were sent to Trelawney Saunders to select one with the comment “but it is contrary to our taste to place the Queen diagonally”. Presumably they had one designed as a diamond- shaped stamp similar to the earlier pence values. Perkins Bacon also advised that Trelawney Saunders would have to obtain approval from the British Government for either design, as they contained the portrait of Her Majesty. The resulting process took almost 6 months before printing began in Apr 1853. The stamps were printed in imperforate sheets of 120 stamps (12 horizontal rows of 10 subjects) unlike the other values printed in sheets of 160 stamps.

· Historically and even today different reference sources give different dates of issue. The Postage Stamps of NB & NS by N. Argenti (1962) states this stamp was likely issued to the public after 18 May as it first had to be requested by the PMG from the Receiver General who was the NS custodian of all unissued stamps. The Postal History of NS & NB by Jephcott, Greene and Young (1964) gives 18 May as the date of issue. The usually reliable 2018 Unitrade catalogue gives the date of issue as 12 May, but this was actually the date the PMG requested a supply from the Receiver General.

· Based on the newspaper clipping  it seems clear the date of issue was 16 May.
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	Nova Scotia Pence Quantities and Face Value Table
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	Postmasters Advised Three Penny Bisects Permitted

· This circular authorized the use of diagonal bisects as a result of the reduction in the Postal Packet rate to England on 1 August 1854. (Since 1851 it had been either 1/3d via Halifax or 1/5½d via the US).

· The circular was issued in response to the lack of 7½d stamps and the resultant public complaints of unnecessary overpayment. Only bisected 3d stamps were authorized for this purpose. In practice all pence stamps were bisected horizontally, vertically and even quartered and still accepted by Postmasters.

· The background to this situation is that in 1853 the NS Lt-Governor had petitioned the British Parliament to reduce the cost of postage from NS to England. Parliament had agreed and the Imperial GPO was informed. The reply to NS stated in part “ . . and not wishing to put the Province to any further expense in having another die prepared, I considered it expedient to allow half stamps to be used with those now in use. . .”.  Thus NS never issued the required 7½d stamp.
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	Bisect Covers to Great Britain

· The official use of bisects to pay the 7½d rate continued for 7 years until the replacement cents stamps were introduced in 1860. After this date, however, pence bisects can still be found making up decimal stamp postal rates.
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	1890 Pence Stamp Reprints

· These reprints from the original plates were approved by John Graham Haggart PMG of Canada (1888-1892). 5 sheets were apparently printed for each value on thin, hard paper in colours that differ somewhat from the originals. Following this, it is believed the plates and dies were destroyed, although no records have been found to confirm this.

· The majority of these reprinted sheets were given to Hon William Stevens Fielding, Premier of NS (1884-1896) and later a Federal Cabinet Minister.

· Fielding was later also instrumental in arranging to secure the NS cents remainder stamps from Ottawa and sell them in 1896 to the Arthur Bartlett syndicate.
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	Portrait and Frame Used for 1c, 2c and 5c Stamps

· The Province of Canada passed a Currency Act effective 1 January 1858 and the first decimal stamps in Canada were subsequently issued on 1 July 1859. 

· NS passed a Decimal Currency Act to take effect on 31 July 1860. The first decimal stamps were issued later that year on 1 October 1860.

·  Earlier in 1860 the ABN had been contracted to supply NS with a series of cents value stamps. They created 2 basic designs for the 6 denominations issued. The portrait used for the NS 1c, 2c and 5c stamps was engraved by James Bannister (1821-1901) based on a coin by Leonard Wyon who worked from a QV drawing by Charles Henry Jeens (1821-1879) at Perkins Bacon & Co.

· Wyon was given several sittings by Queen Victoria in 1860 for her portrait. Wyon submitted a number of designs and Her Majesty approved one which formed the basis for the bun hairstyle or “Bun Head” portrait also used on low value UK coins. 

· The portrait frame was based on a modified version of that used by ABN on the 1851 US 1c Ben Franklin stamp.
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	Portrait Used for 8½c, 10c and 12½c Stamps

· The portrait used for the NS 8½c, 10c and 12½c stamps was engraved by Charles Kennedy Burt (1823-1892) based on a painting by Franz Xavier Winterhalter (1805-1873) that QV commissioned, and that now hangs in Windsor Castle. Many copies of this painting were made to hang in British embassies. In 1899 QV is said to have remarked that “it was the portrait she liked best”.

· The same painting was also used by a different ABN engraver for the 1866 24c NF stamp (lower right).
· As is to be expected, the different engravers involved with these stamps produced subtly different portrait designs for the NS and NL stamps.
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	Essay for 8½c to 12½c Values

· This master die was used as the vignette on the 8½c, 10c and 12½c values.  The die sunk image is on a card measuring 125 mm x 170 mm.

· It differs slightly from the final die state which has cross-hatching rather than horizontal lines around the portrait oval above the earrings.
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	Proofs for Cents Values

· Trial colour proofs (left) were prepared to determine the suitability of various colours for the stamps.

· Die proofs (middle) in the final approved colour were used to check the condition of the master die before preparing the printing plate. A plate proof was then made and examined for defects before printing sheets of stamps. The die proofs were printed on India paper (imported from China) to obtain the best reproduction and this thin paper was then stuck on a card backing for ease of handling.

· The Goodall proofs (right) are frequently attributed to Albert G. Goodall, originally a travelling sales agent for ABN and later the ABN President (1874-1887). Legend has it that he had a small printing press in his office and would print proof sets for visitors and friends.  A more likely theory is that they originated from the many sample books the ABN salesmen used to show prospective customers.

· The Goodall proofs differ from the actual die proofs as they were printed directly on thicker wove paper and cut out in an irregular manner. Note that part of the imprint can appear on the wove cut-out as well as the card backing, suggesting the card backing was attached before they were printed unlike normal proofs. Goodall proofs were printed in many colours: eg. grey, blue, green, red and brown. They were printed about 1880 or 20 years after the NS cents stamps were actually  issued.
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	Specimen Overprints on Trial Colour and Plate Proofs

· Plate proofs and trial colour proofs overprinted diagonally with the word SPECIMEN are known for all cents values. 5 overprint styles are known with the usual 4 shown here. The 5th is in the form of a horizontal handstamp. Specimen overprints come in 4 colours -red, green, black and gold. Red and green are the most common and found on most values, followed by black. Gold overprints are rare and found only on the 5c and 10c values.

· Plate proofs and colour trial proofs are relatively common, unlike the normally black die proofs on India paper which are rare.
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	Cents Stamps Plate Layout

· Unlike the pence issues printed by Perkins Bacon which have no marginal inscriptions, the cents issues printed by ABN had plate imprints at the same 10 positions in the selvedge for all denominations except the 8½c value which had 12 (3 on each margin).
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	8½ Cent Plate Layout
· The order for the 8½c stamps was placed some months after the order for the other denominations. Possibly this value was an afterthought. This may also account for the different ABN imprint layout which was unevenly spaced on the top and bottom sides suggesting it may have been hastily laid out to meet the desired NS date of issue.
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	Cents Stamps

· Perkins Bacon had engraved the NS pence issues in 1851, but the contract for the cents issue was awarded in 1860 to ABN, New York for these new designs.

· All values, except the 2c, were first issued on 1 October 1860. All (incl. 2c) can be found on both white and yellow toned paper.

· The 1c was used for the drop letter rate, printed circulars and to make up high rates. Used stamps are somewhat scarcer than mint.

· The 2c, first issued on 11 May 1863, was used to pay for the newly reduced postal rate for letters addressed within the same NS county.  Mint and used copies are relatively common.

· The 5c was the local rate and was thus widely used. As all remaining mint stock was destroyed after Confederation, mint copies are rare and expensive, while used copies are readily available.

· The main use of the 8½c was on letters to the US, Bermuda and NL. Mint copies are easily available due to the large number printed, but much less common in used condition due to the limited use to these destinations.

· The 12½c was most commonly used for the single rate to the UK. Mint and used copies are relatively common. It is the only copy shown here on yellow toned paper.

· NS POs continued to sell NS cents stamps until 1 April 1868, when the recently formed country of Canada issued the Large Queens.
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	Some Shades of the Cents Stamps

· Unitrade lists 9 shades while SG recognizes 10 shades with slightly different names (eg vermilion becomes scarlet). The 13 shades shown here use the Unitrade names with some additional distinct shades shown using my names. 

· Both Unitrade and SG list all the cents stamps as being printed on white and yellowish paper. Some literature is more equivocal suggesting the stamps were printed on a basically white paper, with the yellowing effect likely the result of ageing under various climatic conditions. Argenti, a NB and NS stamp expert, in his 1962 book argues based on examination of full sheets as well as covers having both whiter and yellower toned stamps attached, that there were indeed 2 different papers differing slightly in weight and texture. The 2c and 12½c stamps are occasionally found on deeply toned paper.

· The bright blue on blue-faced paper example (middle row right) is actually on white paper when viewed from the back. This blue paper effect is likely the result of inadequately cleaning the printing plate before printing the next sheet.
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	Nova Scotia Cents Quantities and Face Value Table
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	Split Stamps

· Starting in the 1850s, especially in the Maritimes, cut stamps (often called splits in the early literature) bisected diagonally, horizontally or vertically, and very rarely quadrisected are found. This practice continued into the cents era. The prime reason was local shortages of certain values resulting in the bisecting of higher values, as well as the absence of a ½d value. PMs also sometimes had a relaxed attitude and would indulge collectors looking for stamp oddities.
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	Stamp Varieties

· Varieties such as re-entries, plate scratches and corrosion pits have been found on many pence and cents values.
· Argenti in his book on the Stamps of NB & NS (1962) lists 244 constant varieties on pence stamps, and 84 constant varieties on the cents stamps. Ralph Trimble lists a few other re-entries on his website (re-entries.com).

· New constant varieties will likely continue show up as fly-speckers carefully examine their copies under a magnifying glass.
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	Nova Scotia Cents Remainders

· In Feb 1896, Donald King (Halifax Postmaster, editor of The Halifax Philatelist and a prominent part-time stamp dealer) became aware that boxes of obsolete NS cents stamps had been found in the vaults of the Ottawa POD. In May 1896 the PMG was notified by W.S. Fielding (NS Premier), probably tipped off by King, that NS wanted these obsolete stamps back. A few days later 4 boxes containing the 1.2M remainder stamps were shipped to Halifax.

· King had formed a syndicate with Arthur Bartlett (a wealthy Charlottetown dry goods merchant) who were both active members, as well as C.D Rankin (a druggist and Bartlett’s brother-in-law), W.M. Chase (a NS apple grower), F.P Carvell (a Charlottetown wholesale grocer) and Sir Louis Davies (Minister of Marine and Fisheries in Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s cabinet and later Chief Justice of Canada) all as silent partners. By August they had purchased the NS remainders for $18K and made SG sole agent for all countries but the Americas. The $18K price was decided by Premier Fielding possibly based on 1½c per stamp regardless of face value.

·  While no POD record exists of the face value involved, J.J. MacDonald estimated the face value at about $66K as shown in the table.

· Based on the relative quantities, the 8½c used, and 10c and 12½c mint should command a premium over other denominations, but this is not reflected in Unitrade or SG catalogue values. Only the 5c mint (no remainders), shows a significant premium over the other cents values.

· PMG gifts, 6.5K stamps of 285K total destroyed and gifts, were presumably given as favours to visitors and friends. The plates were destroyed in Ottawa in 1911.
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	Arthur Bartlett Watermarked Letterhead

· Arthur Bartlett (1852-1920) was a stamp collector starting about 1888 and later a dealer in the syndicate that purchased the NS and PE remainders.

· In 1884 Bartlett alone purchased the 1.6 M PE pence and cents remainders for $11K (face value about $90K).

· In 1896 as mentioned, Bartlett and his newly formed syndicate bought the NS remainders.

· Bartlett as the syndicate manager, had this fancy letterhead printed in Hamburg, Germany (date unknown, but after 1900 given the letterhead date). Soon postal authorities became concerned that cut out stamps were being sold as genuine, but after Bartlett was taken to court where he protested that he had spent a great deal of time and money on their printing, the POD agreed that he could use the letterhead quantity on hand, but could not have more printed.

· It is doubtful that Bartlett owned remainders of the BC 1865 3d stamp shown on his letterhead. It is known that remaining stocks of the earlier VI stamps were destroyed by burning in 1866 after it joined BC as one colony. The later 1867-1871 surcharged BC values are also known to have been burned in 1871 after BC joined Confederation. If this BC stamp alone escaped destruction, the catalogue value for mint copies should be lower than for the used copies. Checking Scott catalogue values for various years from the 1930’s to 2000 shows no used premium, while the 2018 Unitrade catalogue shows a 60% used premium (5 other stamps now also show used premiums, (4 between 50-60%). I thus believe the image was only added for colour or vanity, and not to indicate he had mint remainder stock.
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	Arthur Bartlett Letterhead Watermarks

· The letterhead  was printed with two different watermarks. The version with ‘E&K H FEIN’ and the large crest (right) is about 3 times scarcer than the other simpler watermark (left).
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	Nova Scotia Forgeries

· All stamp issued by NS have been the subject of forgers starting in the 1860s. Examples of all 10 denominations are shown here. E.A. Smythies estimated there were about 50 different forgeries created. The forger’s efforts ranged from crude to well-executed lithographic copies, to dangerous engraved forgeries.

· In addition to the forgers whose work is shown here, Coombs Bros, de Thurin, Panelli and Froedel are other known forgers of NS stamps as well as bisects on piece and on cover. The master forger, Jean de Sperati, is not known to have forged any NS stamps.

· Collectors also have to contend with fake cancels on genuine stamps. The 2c lilac (second row, right) is such a creation, even though used copies have the same catalogue value as mint. Perhaps a used fake was deemed more desirable than a mint no gum stamp by someone, or was missing in a collection and made to fill a gap on the album page.

· A variety of generally European cancels are found on NS forgeries and while often correct for the period, they do not match those used in NS. This alone can make the detection of used forgeries easier for modern collectors than for19thC collectors who often had never seen the real stamps.
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	· This 1/- NS forgery was prepared by the Boston Philatelic Society around 1893.

· Both these covers were given a fake straight line cancel and legitimately mailed by the Society secretary, likely to its members, with the addition on the front or back of a then-current 2¢ US stamp (Scott 219D) cancelled at the Post Office.
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	Nova Scotia Forgery from Souvenir Sheet

· This high quality souvenir sheet without gum was printed by the UK security printer Waterlow & Sons in 1950 using a fine art printing process. It depicts from the top the GB Penny Black; Nova Scotia 1/-; New South Wales 1d Sydney View; Ceylon 4d; and Cape of Good Hope 4d.

· Unscrupulous individuals have cut out the images to fool collectors who do not examine them under a 10-20x magnifier. Under magnification the characteristic irregular worm-like grain pattern of the collotype process becomes apparent which differs from the engraved lines on the real stamps. For the NS 1/-, the blue tinted background rather than white is another clue that this is not the real thing.
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	Postal Service in the Stamp Era

· As this watercolour shows, Halifax, the capital of NS, was a primitive place when the first NS stamps were issued in 1851. 43 other PO were operating, likely under even more primitive conditions along the 4,700 km of coastline. The interior was virtually uninhabited due to the dense forests and rocky conditions. 

· The most populous places were not always the first to receive a PO. In many cases a PO was opened because it occurred in the constituency of a Government house member and the PO was physically located in the store, office or home of a faithful party member. This political patronage continued until well after Confederation.

· WOs were similar to POs, but were slowly abolished after 1867. While way letters were given to couriers across Canada, only in NS and NB were WOs considered part of the official postal network. WOs were set up at convenient places along post roads. They were initiated by local magistrates or other important people in the districts including nearby PMs. WOs worked under the control of an adjacent PM who was responsible for the postage collected by the WO. Often a PM would write to the PMG explaining that there ought to be a location for leaving letters in a certain village or settlement. The PMG normally agreed and left the selection of a person to perform the WO duties to the PM.

· The WO was required to have a sign with the words WO outside the building, a letter box, and a locked desk. No official forms were supplied to the WO keepers and only very rarely a cancelling device (8 known). As this table shows, WO numbers grew more quickly over the years than the more costly POs.
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	Cancellers Supplied in 1851

· In 1851 when the first stamps were ordered, Trelawney Saunders of London also suppled 60 of these obliterators as the colonial agent for NS.

· The mark produced by the brass defacing end of the obliterator consisted of 11 horizontal bars enclosed by an oval line. Bars 4 to 8 were cut down to form a blank space in the centre of the oval.

· Circular 12 to Postmasters, dated 20 August, 1851, states in part “a brass defacing stamp, and a pot of composition for obliterating the postage labels (and which you will be very particular to use on all occasions) is also herewith sent.”

· By 1854 the number of post offices had increased and a further 50 brass defacing cancellers were ordered, this time with 12 horizontal bars (but no enclosing oval line), including 4 with the letter H in the centre destined for Halifax. As the small  outer bars wore quickly, these are commonly known as “10 bar” obliterators.

· The obliterators used in Halifax were withdrawn shortly after Confederation in 1867, but other NS post offices continued to use their obliterators into the 1890s.
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	Nova Scotia Cancellers

· Letters that were prepaid with postage stamps were required to be cancelled either with an obliterator or with pen and ink. Some enterprising PO employee in Halifax made the only known cork cancel (lower right).

· The reason that the Baddeck 5c cancels (lower left) were made is unclear. They are known on dated covers from 1860 to 1865 and are found on late use pence as well as cents covers. In 1996, JJ MacDonald, the famous NS philatelic expert conjectured that their manufacture was likely due to the creative impulses of the local PM.
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	Fake Nova Scotia Cancels

· A range of fake cancels were used by forgers. Those shown here are only some of the varieties used to give the appearance of legitimate postal use.
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	Further Reading



1

